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ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN #13

MGA vs
Triumph TR3

Russ Smith settles a sports car debate that's been
raging since the 1950s — Abingdon or Canley?
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AATE SHOWDOWN MGA 1600

Interior

Some degree of agility is nesded w swing vour-
sell in past the chrome-spoked banjo steering
wheel mto the MGs firm, low-slung seat, This
ruarns o o b maore comfortable than it looks,
and the total lack of ade support offered by the
se=3T 1% 0T AR issue inosnch a marrow cabin with i
high centre anrst.
Pretry muoch everything is covered in the
|.IL"IIII.|1.IL|.JIJ|| of Mack beather and vinyl, bt che
siylised livtle chrome and miesh speaker grille in
the centre of the Ja-..l.i.-ul.*-\. VEILL -.l|'|u||1||'¢r'r.-
srnile abwaut, The lacpe I BAUEEs Are 5 Tialler and
fewer than in the TR3, and ofa much newer syle
with their angled rms and flat glass, Afrer sicting
in the Trinmph it all sz w feed rader ausdem
wisti] you encounter the clonking lefr-right inds-
cator switch on the righe-kand end of the dash.
This lnoks and feels more ¢ |r||;|.u|'|r| ate to g sk
SLICH A5 DpETIng thie biomb de
Oichee E-.u.l.h-.-: pull-switches are scartes
ransbomby about the dash, not all beiring a small
wiite ininal oo hint ar their parpose, Your Arss
drave shondd not be made on a dark wet nighe
e MO wine on cabin storage, with hamdy
oot bins and an equal amount of stowing room
a5 the Trivmph offers behind the seats.

L &

Charming spesker grills and undisturbad radia hlank
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Styling e K

T oy muind this s snll the premese car MG ever
buile, wich the sort of sweeping lines and Thips'
that could easily have been soyled by sOMenne
|._ aximijr out at on Alpine vista from Pininfarina’s
That they were acma:
dhoamse By Bloke called Svd in the Midlands sone
hiw adds oo che MGAS magic and mystigque
Diespite being several vears late, having been
hidden in a |:'|||'|I'-:'|.ar-| while BNV fed i SpUITES
car budger po the nesw baby that was Austin-
Healey, the MG 1|.-.u'.u|r-.dl.||.||.|r|n-1'l. It wasa
different soory under the skin, bor the sleck, full-
hisdied de :ilFl‘ll\.lI'.I.(l harcll have heen amy forther
removed from ins TF predecessor. Tradidonal-
5ty grumbled at ficst, vet MG shifted more thon
ik} I.I'l'll'ln CATS OIVET SEVET] VEArS, OT showr 1Y) rimies
what Triuniph |1|J.|..._L~..uv.|l| the TRY and 1A
With rhe hond stowed Dy |_h.i|l-|:. be=hiind the
s, ot berves an anclustered desios wathot even
doorkandies to disturh the flow, Adormmene is
lipmived v the masiesstroke oval chioame vents
erther side of the bonnet wirh hirde MGA Jogos,
You know soyling has worked when it doesn'y

Trin scyling studio

et faddled with, and the anly visnal changeax
made tor the DA were larger frone indécators
rear flashers.

wth orangne lenses, pliss separate

!-—-

Lerger plinth with fleshen bigger |rld|l:-|f.ur: #t frent, too

THE OWNER
Trish Cecile-Pritchard

What irupimd you to buy an MGAT | wantac
an affardable British spaorts car for my first
tlassic one that was cesy to tix becsuse [ doa
{0t of my o work. The MGA was also the

21 af these that | considered

prethie

How did yom camse by i8F & friend spotied this
unmaolested ariginal Britishrmarket car at
Former Glory, after what felt ke an erdless
four-yaar '.r'.lr-.'h It was the best we'd seen

We drive it loads — even an the

school rur | never use the hood
topless all year round is our motto'

Hawe you had te domach ta 67 In sic years it5
Oy nesded basics Such a5 Sercir o 1A W
rad. | also Fitted a five-spead bax, i's samuch
hetter for fang runs, and has synchroan first,

Herw mauch do you use it? Whanever weather
permits - @wpn an e 4chaol run. | pever use

the hopd: topsass &l pear round is our matta

Arry mamerable mements? Leacing the
avalcade rom Abingdon Far the MiAs SUth
irthoay in 2005, plus several runs down to Le
Mans, | crammed in three people’s luggage ane
viar whenmy husbands &stan broke its diff




TRIUMPHTR3

Interior ot fr s

Yeeese is paster than wieo the MGA becawse of

lower sills amal o higher seating position, Is made
even simpler here thanks vo a smmall but rath
cst-of-place Moto-Lits wheel, fmed o clear the
owmers thighs, With the doos cutaways vou feel
moee i than in the car, o9t nice 1o discover
that vhe curved backs of the otherwise squishy
seats hug vou supporsvely in comers. But they're
bonesy for Tumbar supporty, so many cwners carry
a emall cushion o muke up for this,

Laike the MGA, the T has lots of black vimyl
about, this tme broken wp by the large chromed
grab handle on the dash for nervows passengers,
and owo big chromed sbo in edch door panel o
Loscate the sidescreens, [ remain unsure of how
easy it is o drive with these i place, hecnse the
|.||q.]-:|:"l is aarrow and much of your nght arm
namrally hangs cutin the breeze.

Thke }JLE[LF dials are 3 standout feanire, not
only for their curved glasies, but also for the
sheer siee of the =\.|:||.|.-:|-. and rev counter staring
back ar the driver. Four matching smaller dials
tor fuel, oil, amps and eoolint temperatore clus

ter around a selection of push-me-puall-you
swigches in the eemre, There are fewer than on
thie MG, Bt o still need tme o aoelimatises,

Cluster for fusl, oil, smps. temperature sidesoraen she

#
Styhng *k kT
There's & rough-and-ready air w the TR3,
Though barely any older than the MOGA, the
[riumph was drawn by Walier Belgrose with
gmpler lines that hack back o earlier days. You
can see this in the flateer side panels, headlamps
maounted in raised pods and the door-tops cae
away like g nplane cockpit, The rearwings need

stone-shiclding on their leading edges hecause

l|1l.'| stick out Rerther, plus the bonnet and boot
hinges are still mounted exernatly,

|J|*. end resule, however, 15 very much g full
blooded British sports car, with well-managed
proportions and not 3 million miles away from
Jaguar KK mfuences. But vou have tocall ic
|:n.||:|ul~|l.lu| rather than possesanyg any great
besuty: a vty character actor cast alongside the
starlet MGA in our rose-tinted images of the
1|:'::. Even Trinmph's early advertsing rended m
tows on the cars’ drving abilities while stedi-
vusly ignoring any reference o their syling,

There's another trick in the TRS chy in by
Inoks: they trake it dppear larper than the M3,
though the reverse is moe. Inall three important

dimensions of length, width and weight, the
[mmph is the smaller of the o cars, by whiole
inches and poends rather than meere fractsom,

Swema Luckd rear lighta an on MGA; quirky detsdis age TR3

Miza -L.rl

mere legrop=

THE OWNER
Henry Diamond

‘What l|1lp-|rld yau o I1|.:"I aTRI?P 1 had a
TR2when | was 21 that ket me with ford
memcries: L Bmoaths ago | decided that, after
40 vears, LT was nima o harva angther EQ

How did you come by 17 Itwas at Lenham
Sports Cars far the right price. (L hed been a
dry-state LIS car tr-‘i.lflhr fack in 193] and
CoOnveried iar 4._."-'5' Rand-drive with a rack-and-
pinion set-up. Fromt discs were fitted, tac it
wizs an early drum-braks carn, Dult in 1955

The greatest fun was at a charity
rally, taking in Millbrook's T'-'_1. hills
and high-speed banked bowl

Have you hed to de much to it? The gearbox
has baen retnElt becausa it kapt dropping out
of secand, then the cverdrive falled TREE has
just dame & bit of work an the braces, tao

How much use do you get out of ite Mosl
vipels a5 In':g as theres na salt about, | also
o tusite a Feve Club events

Any memarable maments? The greatest fun
vias at a charity rally, taking in the test hills

ard baned bowl at Millboook. Actually, just

atter that the overdrive packed up.
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Engine * 4 k¥
I heres nothing exciting under the bonmer, I'm
afraid, bat the BMC B-series is a faithful old
Labrador of anengine, They mighe et grumbly
anud Encomtinent with age, bue tend o retain their
easy-going wemperament 2nd willin IENEss 10
witk bongr after other engnes have curled up aind
died. The expected rwin 317 carburettors help
this one tn Pt eent alkmost .H|I|||-|r|
I'he 1788cc capacity used in the MGA 1600
Mk is actually something of a rerity. In prodisc-
Hem for just twi years, it was unique to te MGA
apart from finding its way into o handful of
[VE Granmras, Doa's let char worn ryoi on the
spares front, though, becanse only the hore size
differs fromm other B-series unies, all of which

shared the same 88 %mm stroke
Al I|||'||I (L= ‘|r"\-' IJIJIJ!I-‘-'I'II -:.-||'|rr ||"IJ IO
subduwed than the I“{ I'I-||'|'l.||l||.\_||||l; IOESEITHE

ot an inuch, The MO sl |1n::-|:| 1ces & wirider-
rIIII"' TOFCY FUOvbE, atuf the loud b e that 1ssues
froum the exhanst on the over-suan is like 3 heavy-
metal homet. Further up the range — where the
MG is much happier to venture than the
[riumph = things get significantly noisier and

1 develops a strong phlegry crackle;

S-werins want on ta pewir MGE and Hindustans wp ts S0s
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Skimner Union carbis wers
a Briteah sparts car ol
here with pancake

Flltwrs an B-series 1t 8

le to work on as well

%Al

Drivetrain

| e ||I".I'I1l: T "'h ".]'r_. S OVEE I_|||_ VENTS Tk L::1|':'|l,'
THEAL i Wis "\-'.I”:.l!.ll'l{-'! b wm s section, even
without this cars modern gearbox. The Fairdy
shorr-throw and resssuringly positive action of o
standard gearlever is a plessure o use, e leass
unnl the inevirable synchro wear starts to rake
holid on second, At that point vou eidher leam m
double-deciutch or et the gearhox rebuilr, The
characteristic whine from intermediate gears
I-‘-!I: .II'\-I'!-Ill' A :'|||'|I-"'1|||_|_|_ I||||.|||.,.¢:-|__

Al that's history bor the car we're driving he
[tz Sterra five-speed “hox is w I||_-..|||_ repuiet and
shifis, well, ike a Sierma with a cur-down Hear-
lewer. A standard MGA gearknob dispuises the
intrieder's presence, and it one of those things
that you might dispgree with in prnciple, bus
soon come round o once you've mmied it Like
sar-nav, of tesdv-mashed potato,

The MGA does need it pood searchs inge,
becauss pou buve to shift up and down the "hoxa
fair bt tor gret the best ourof the engine’s more
limired p l'.'-l. bannd and keep iron the bail, The
standard ratwss are well chozen for that, even if

chings do ger frantkc at 70mph |'-|||= CTUISInE
‘\-"’L ..Ii1 b EL L.l]la'a EWas NEVer A |||,|I_|.L_.|| J'lq,l ||1|,I
Fve-speed seems oo fi juss as well,

Searre Flve-speed Bax lurks beneath standard gearknob

T  1'he knowledge

What to pay

Praperly restored Roadsters are now touching
£25.,000 at dealers, and you caradd another
E1 5% for & Twin-Cam. The 1600 De Luxe also
cormmands & pramiume Privately, you can still
pick up nlce cars Fer E15000, but anything
subr-E10k might not e the bargainit appears
Projects aré getting impossibe ta find for less
than EBOO0, despite the cost snd compiaxity
afarebulld. Krock off about 20% for Couds

¥What ta look for

# Poar alignment nsuafy spells structural
probilems or amatewr restoration work - these
badies are hard to realipn on thelr chassis

® [aces, bannet and baotlid are aluminium
panels on steel frames; checl for electrobytic
torrasion wherever the twa mirtals mest

® Look farrot and quality of repalrs in sills,
doar pasts-and flanges far balt-on front wings
® Inspect the chassis - notably near the front
= for rippdes resulting from past crash damage
® Full valuig requires a correct MG enging, 58
check coda stamped below certre spark-plugs
starts with 159G (1 500cc) or 166G [160002)

What ta read

* Drigingd MGA Clousager

& M4 First of a New Line Price-Williams
# MEA The Complete Story Styles

The elubs
® 20 Car Club wsomgooco. o
# bAG Damers’ Club wawmpownersolob.couk

THE EXPERT'S VIEW
Steve Hall, Hall's Garage

*I'd rather hava an MEA 1600 than any other
PG, i pretty. sits on a faut dnassis ualike the
door-ratiiing TR, plus it kas gand handling and
brakes. They're pust lovely, When buying, make
iha usual gi-pressere cf ;. iy hodywor

Foeng Lo be expensive: these are the mast
costly post-war MGs tarestare!

LK
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TRIUMPH TR3

L]
Engine e e e
If anything, the engine in the TR3 has even
numbler OTIgns thumn the M{ = 1__|'||1|-;.'|'||_'|_| Tl
Iong after WW2, its carly vears were spent
powering Standard Vanguards and Ferguson
tractors, It proved pretty indestrucoble in teme
reles, however, and that’s s characteristic thar
reimarned even after this wer-liner “four” was
shghtly downsized 1o slot under the 2-litre class
limmiit, then maned and frted with swin carhs.

Despite those tweaks it is more of 2 slopper
than the M(3's B-series, with both peak et
anid worgue much lower down the rev range. The
TR imakes the moss of its exrra 40 capacity
though, with a [ Shhp sdvantage and, more rell
-||_r_=25., an extma 300 fr of [OTqUe Over the MG
Mirnculbously, ivalse drinks less fuel

Une of the TR Ve olamed IMPTOVETTENTS (veEr
its predecessor wasa quierer exhaust, but even ae
low pews proshwees the sort of gruff, wonfling
fidste that & perrolhead can pick up three strees
away, Shy and retiring ivisn't. More revs trans
lanes |'|:|‘.||r.||_1:. LG kare noise and, 'I'"""'F"' i
oright noc be the kind of sound that has us scrb-
blers penning pisces for inchesion in Privuty Epe's
‘Puends Corner’, there's real purpose to i if o
quuite angry then ac lexse |||’_I:,-~|1|r'|'}_~..i:~|-..|r]_

TR3 sparts twin Sls, tee, bue 154in instasd of MG's 1Lfin

Drivetrain de e e

[ think it fair to say that T didn't really get on
with the TR3% gearhox, The clutch is nicely
weighted, bur the shost-throw pearshif is sull
stift om this recently rebuilt "box, and ic makes
unhappy graunching noises if you are too quick
aisd forceful with it. Double-declurching helps
enormously, boe I'm rather out of practice with
that particular dance routine. It doesis't help that
the bever dizappezrs under the dashboard in firs
and thard, and your hand wngles with the keyring
that dangles in front of it

That the doverrain scoses as highly as it does
s enmrely down to the excellent overdrive thar
CPCTICE on second, thind and H:;'||Tr|'| Tadicioas
use of this remtoves the nesd for much |:.:'. er
ACEHOM OR0E yom are on the move, with the ahilin
to smick berween third and overdrive o particn-
larfy rewarding game o play on country kanes,
With that much choice, theres always a nght
rats o be in, and cruising i easy on the ear,

.l.l'.l.' 1'-1'i'.|.'.'| r'||r I:l'n: ||l\.'|_:|_|r|l.'\|:- 5 I'rq'|'||_\_ |_|:.'F|.|'h.;
toned to flick with 2 spare right Anger withour
rﬁki"l'r: vour hand |'|[.|‘ the wheel. Tiks on the end of
a strunge, thin box thae progrodes from the dash-
beard Flaking and battered, this looks like the
el part of this TH that hasn't been resmorad,

Reding is at S000rpm; gearchange (sa't as alick xs MG

The knowledge

What te pay

Prices of sarty TRs have risen strangly, with
disc-braked 1 008hp TR3s considared the pick
of the bunch, You can pay up 1o 25,000 for &
recantly restored ans at-a dealer. Even a nice,
Usealile example won't ave you mich chango
out of E13-16.000 privately. Prajseis start
frosm ESOO0, buk there-aren't many real
Liasket-rases lefL Baware of mid-priced carg
that have been poarly restered in the past.

What to book for

#® Planty af TR3s have sutfered poar rebuilds.
50 check for tight and ever paned gaps

® Finorpans, &-posts and inner rear paneds ars
partcularty susceptibia to rust

B incpect chassis ~ especislly on LS imparts =
far ripples and kinks caused by past collizions,
Rusty outriggers are easy o replace

® Enginet are.tough, but ched: the oil-
precsure gauge, A reading of under S0psi at
3000rpm when hat means it's getting tred

® Expect to pay about E500 mare for any TR3
that has the sought-after factary hard-=tep

What to read

® Driginal Triumph TRZ/3/34 Piggat & Clay
# Triumph TRZ, 3 and 34 m Detail Piggat

® Trinmph TR.2 fa & Lost of the Traditional
Sports Cars Piggaot

Tha elubs
® TR Rngister wwwtr-registenco.uk
® Club Trivsmph weasicliboriimg hoorg ok

THE EXPERT'S VIEW
Mike Ellis, TR Register

wWhen | first bought one 40 vears aga | did try
the MGA The main rezsans for chacsing the
TR ware its much better accelaration and
miore chuckable feal, For restared cars

check that the work has bean oane '_-jal.._'.:lg
shandard. Virtus i:.' allmechanical companents
are either available or can be rabuwilt”

Jare 2010 Classic & Sports Car 07




LLTIMATE SHOWDOWN MGA 1600

Performance Jededede &

Unee we'd established thar the MOGA was acma-
alby hemaer than the TE3, there was no way that
it ool ever eake up for that 3ce capacisy defi-
et S it boses this section, butdon’t go away with
the idea that the MGA & o slow ar Compared
v tnany similar sports cars it is lighe, and is
cervandy lively. Also, in most situations you gef
the feeling that it would gve the car dhar replsced
it = the MGE - & pood ron for its money.

The performuance is all very accessible, oo,
making this a car that's a joy o drive fass. You can
quickly find vourself exceedimg the speed limit
on A-roads withowt nodicing, having buezed
vour way up through the gears. T'm meld 5c will
hupguly crse all day in che 75-B0mph range.

Omrighr acceleraton does rely on holding on
tnr gears for o whisker longer than your ears el
v sounds combortable, bur that's the way to get
the best out of the car,

You can make gains with a touch of loge brak-
g, voa, Front dises were miroduced wich the
L&k} engine: they feel good and scrub off speed
without any dramas, but with plenty of pedal
feel. There’s no servo, though, and o be honess
voud don' really notice the lack of it Just expect
to part soane effoct into slowing down,

iyin gauges reversad in ME glorious, enciorterad prafils

BB Claspc & Spors Car June 2010
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Handling

The MGA i3 good fun w play about waeh,
rewarding the nght sort of driver input, Don't
worry: its guite benign and eruseworthy and
won't try to enteh you out, it just wants to o
where you point it. Precise rack-and-pinion
seering with bow of feedbock conmibuares muoch
to this, The wheel &= large bur a comforrable size
and the smooth, thin rim is bovely o hold, if 2
hirtle chose to your chest. Changes of direction
can be made quickly, as we discover when
confronted by the urgent need o weave between
a large pothole and an oncoming Tovota,

The overall handbing hovers around newtral,
ake por much speed into 2 bend and the MOGA
will wirdersveer o eadl, soovou quickly learm naot oo
Then vou can revel in the pleasure of gering on
the throtle quite early into the corner and
halancing the car on that. Even near the limie
thar gssential fredback loop between your right
Foot, your hands and the sear of your rousers
remains a delighe and nora fear.

With such spowty handling, the ride comes &
3 surpriss, ves, theres a degree of firmness, boe
with encrgh eravel for the suspenson not m far
or crash much over rougher surfaces. You could
cerinly cover fair distosees in comiort.

MiGA i more Forgiving than Triemph, plus it rides betber

SPECIFICATIONS

Sold/mumber bukle | 955151 ,/28, 730 | 1600)
Constructian steel 0o aluminim bady, steesl
chassis Engine all-iron, overhead-vaive

1 588ee ‘Fous with twain Lm0 SU carburestars
Mo pereer 79 0hp i3 S600rpm

Max torque 57b It @ 3800

Transmissban four-speed m.1r-_|-'|l_ri'i-.-ir5|'-:h;|r
wneels Suspension: froat indepancent, by
wishbones, ooil ',;rings raar live aecka, semi-
glliptic leaf springs; evar-arm dampers [
Stewring rack and pinion

Brakes 10in discs front. 100n crums rear
Whesls & tyres Sl Sinwares, 105kl 5 radiala
Lempth | 3711 3552mm) Wheelbase 71t 10in
1235 80mm) Width <1 LOin {167 2min| Height
At Zin (127 0mm) Wekght 203016 (32 2kgl
-60mgph 14 2 secs Top speed 10 Lmah

Hpg 24 Price naw £940

EVOLUTION

1952 MG snows sleek protatype of TD
quccestarn, but BML buids A-Hs irstead

1958 That T-zaries replacement finally arrives
r September as the MGA, using a braathad
on E8bhp sersian of the Magnette’s 14830
Bederies engine, soon upped ta F2bhp

195B Coupe added in the autumn

1558 1080k Twir-Cam launched, with engine
bared oul to | 588cc, It basts just tao years
1959 Srandard MGAs get the higher-rapacity
black plus front discs ta become the LH00
1961 Mew grille and tail-lights, along with
bbbl from a capacity mcrease ta 16226
mark the arrival of the MGA 1600 Mk

1962 The replacement MGH hits town

P EE——




TRIUMPH TR3

Performance e
Having & robust bwo-lire engine in such o anall
and gt boddy has always given the TR3 a bitod
i competition edge. They were popular fir
et and particularly sally use well into the
early "fi0s, and are still 2 top choice for historic
rally events, especially those featuring steep
climhs, or with a high endurance facuor,

All of which translaves into the TR being a
handy road car, with flexible power delivery. You
coitld easily use one asa daily driver withour
having toomake exruses. Tes ability oo nip smarthy
off the line and dice with the most aggresive of
commuter rraffic ought w pue & smile on anyone’s
Face, You ItI:It':|1I: wWant to Invest if S0 modor
bike clothing though, given sur climate,

Iy still need convincing, conssder the TR
acceleration figures. The 1956-on 100bhp
version sprint to S0mph in 7,8 secs, and reaches
@epd im 1.4, Not incredible by modern stand-
ards, bur thars bang on par with oar great
sporting ieon, the Austn-Healey 300,

Yo have no trouble stopping, sither, hecause
e TR has bigyrer discs than che MGA Sericthy,
this early drum-brake car shoaldn't have them,
burmare were sald with than withour in the frst
place, and many others have snce been opraned

Oveardrive on top thren affectively gives seven-speed ‘box

L]

Handling > 1
L he sore of winding, wp-and-down lanes thar
these curs were horn tois where they really cone
together and stare vo excel. Te helps that the TR3
is sy tarrow - you quickly gain the confidence to
push icalong aca Eir old lick. Bein g slimlbine also
cobpensates for the TR tendency 1o move
armund a hir on uneven surfaces. You always have
rrponcentrute and be resdy tocorrecs, The fuaite
stiffty sprung rear end also breaks loose rather
o easily on rougher roads or the smallest pasch
of dart, thoagh ics mostly exsy encugh to catch,

Lier on oo simoother womac and the car ans-
furms, feeling like a classic racer with its finm
ride and neutral handling.: All the while, every
inawement of the front wheels is fed back povour
hands, and thars not just a Feature of the rack-
and-pisdon steering conversion fired v dais TR,
From much past experience [ remember that
similar msessages are delvered from dhe standard
steering box — only there the feeling is slightly
irumed by ehe inevitable play in such s sysem,
and the extra effort needed to twm the wheel,

senitle shake? Yes, of course, iths an old
Triunuph sports car, and ic's far more noticesble
than in the MOGA. The ride is firmer, roo, bt
Triumph compensated with @ softer sear squak.

Chuckable TR3 is great fun bat geds skistish sver busps

SPECIFICATIONS

Producedfbuilt 19555713377

Canstruction stael bady. steef chassis

Englne all-iron. cverhesd-valve 1981 o Four!

wiTh bain 1sin SL) carburettors

Max power Z5bhp @ S000-pm

Max tarque 1170 ft G 3000rpm

Tramsmission four-speed manual, with

crEndrivie on top three, driving rear wheels

Suspansion: front Indegendent, by wishhanes,
ol sprengs, telescopic dampars rear lve axdle,

semi-elliptic keaf sprngs, levar-arm dampers

Steerimg cam and lever Brakes 17in discs

front, 10in grums rear Whesls & tyres

AYax] Simwires, 165015 radiats

Length 129t Jin [ 3835mm) Wheelbase 7ft 4in

L2235mm] Width 2t 7in {141 0mm] Height

4ft 2in [1270mmn) Waight 198815 [302kg)

0-E0mph | 2 secs Tep speed L0Smph

Mpg 22 Price new £970

EVOLUTION

1952 2075 pratotype shown at Earls Cowrt.
People ke the car but il needs development
1553 TR launched at Geneva show in March
1954 TR s win the Akine Rally team prizve
18955 In Septembaer, close to the MGAE faunch,
the TR is given a flush grille, begpes carhs
dlirs @ puseter eschaust ard becames the TR
1856 In September Trivmph pulks off 8 caup
by making the TR the first British production
car with disc brakes. A'high-port’ head gives
another Hohp and the rear axde i basfod up
1957 September a wide mouth and the
winntder of axternal doorhandles - voifa TR3A
1961 TR4 debut: short-Fved 3B returns for LS
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ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN MGA 1600 vs TRIUMPH TR3

S

The verdict

Thas 25 0 toogh call to make, desgrte the marked
differences between this pair. With the individ-
uaf scores tomng up as dead level - and prices
rosghly oo a par - T' il need to dig deeper to comme
up with a decisaon,

It hias o be said thas an MGA wouldn't be
quire &5 pice without this one'’s five-speed g gear-
Tciox, which explains why so emany have now been
firted with chem. Then again, standard TR3
curri-anid-lever =l.'l.‘l:“r|:|11, is Bowhere near as enjoy-
abde a5 this car’s fuck-and- “pinion set-up, so these
cheaty hits cancel exch other oue

Fart of me wants the MGA oo come out an L
purely Because [ love the way it looks, Bue [ also
desperarely want 1o recling its seathack an inch
or two g that the steering wheel’s further awe a0y
and [ ean unfold my asms. That asde, the MOA
is probably more comfortable for cow ering any
shistance in. If you wane un easy bife, ic's the one
vou'll gee used v more quickly, and is less likely
to catch you ot with any til-wagging antics,

Aswell as being quicker, the THE3 offers a more
raw and elemental motoring experience, and
shouald he warmly a|1||.:|:||1|_rrr|:|r thar. [_'.I.|n..|:.|__
one requires some spiric of advensure, and the
peripheral sight of tarmae rushing by 5o close
yorar elbow might put off those used to cossering
cahins. T reckon thar door cutawsy alone muse
atd at least 20mph ro your |:|.;-|'|:{~|'..-_|:] apeed.

Mr Toad would love e, J.Il..l. if theres so much
a5 an cunce of |I.h P |'|.1r|:| ﬂl‘_ll_'l'.l" VIVIET [ rsTt,
vou will won. T think on this sccasion that’s
enough o just edge the TR ahead of the
smgother, more gentee] MO, g

SWAP SHOP
Owners exchange keys

TR3 OWHER DUAMOND O THE MGA

A lowely, well=sorted car and easy o drive.
Thera's lass scuttle shake than in the TH, but
50 1S5S torque. You have o use the ‘bax a lat
to makop it work for g lving. ALafi 2in | found
E2tting inand eul a challenge, | also couldn't
drive it that far unless there’s a way of getting
tha seat further back = there’s just rot eraugh
o and, like ar XK 120, the wheels oo claze®

MGA OWNER CECILE-PRITCHARD OM THE TR
“It ferls salid, has @ meatier engene sound and
£ 2 mare poyeeriul animal nlrr_-;s'.her I—a.,-;nE
Al thess gears to play with, you tauld tour for
ewar and | Lave that defnite gearchange - It's

rusk nambsy-pamioy. Everything's neatly to hand,

but | did grabthe keyfab to change gaar once
The curved glass on the gauges is lavely, I'm
very surprised - | cowld be tempted?

Syd Enever’s sonsaticoal
MG had tha beaki 12
Illll:rll. lepdian,
whila Waltes Balgrees’s
Bullish Tha had the brawn
to-hast theson the sTages

The alternatives

MORGAH PLLUS 4

ED‘Idllrﬂumtﬂr bailt 1953-58,364.2

O-Blemph 5.7 s20z Top speed 100mph Mpg 30
Prics new £1018 Price new E8500-25,000

It the thing if the TR is still tog modem: it
even used [H engines. They are handad down as
often as thay are sold Beware of wood rat

ALISTIN-HEALEY LOD
Sobd/number built L 953-56/14.634

D-60mph 11.7 secs Top speed | Oomph Mpg 22
Prica new £1064 Price now £15-33.500

| Fe car that ket the MGA on hold: crude,
brutish, wot packed with character and almost
univarsally leved. Take advice when buylng one:
thare are still some {ffy rushed rebulds shot.
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