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The first genuinely ‘all new’ MG sports car was a deserved success when it was new,

We drive a lightly modified example to see

Words: Jack Grover

he long and tomuoes history of MG
fras a curiotis Babis of repeating itself
1T said that there was a time whiet
M was making a range of sporis cars
tnan were generalby considersd vl
patst thielr seli-by-date, even if they had been
very competitive- both an the tack and the car
Fiarket when they wene new, that had legions
of handened enthustasss around tee world that
levec them iin Barge pan because af thelr rather
obd-fashigned character and that seld well in
mierica ot all their Balis, vou migh ihiik §
wils tabking abswe the lage seveniies
Bz U actually wlking abou the mid-
fifties. For ten vears MGs slagde product had
been Uve Toiype Midget, which had firstseen
the light of day in 1936 &5 an evolutlon of
the P-tepe. The ‘mew’ Mideet was hnmediaicly
recagnisable - o steel chassis and sieef budy
panets on an ash weod frame, minimal
coschworls out-aseay doors, a vertical radiator
Hrille ansd oy mudgiands
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b original T-tvpe evodved by steps
Thee posi-wiar TE mindel was the ane that
spearheaded MG's popularity in Month
Armerica, but i was with the TO thar My
really got into s stride - 30,000 TE Midgets
were sodd in thiee years, while the T had
only sl a third of that number in flve years
Chialy 1,600 of those cars seaved i the LIE and
23,4001 of them feund homes in America

MEW ORDER

Bt by 1953 sthe MG was siaming 1o feel is
age Cars such as ehe fapiar XE3120 and the
Austin-Heabey 100 had mowved the game on
i bermis of performance, syling, refinemeni,
enpineering arl more. The last versbon

the T-aype, the T had wider winps witly
taired-in lesdlamps but was oihepsise Largely
unchanged, 1 was clear that MG needed a
emvich meore modern caz iF It wasn't o thiow
away bis hard-won market share and goodwill
in the cruclal dmerican markel And there was

if it still stacks up all these years later,

every chance of that happening - in the las
vear ol TF producion only 6,500 fas were
suld, which was 2 long w ay short of what the
1T had schieved nder the beady eve of the
'I'-"-'-'J'!-'-‘ll'lrl"ll:‘l.‘l Bertish Mo I;:|_|r|3.n.r_|:i.|:'| 1here
wals every chanee that Abingdon would be
shut dawen for pood

Formiimately there were pleniy of ideas for 3
e miderm MG kicding around. They had
staried in 1951 when Abingdon had bulle s T
Mlbcged bor thar vears Le Mans race: Sy Frever
designed a streamlined, full-width bady for the
car buit the tall proponions of the beasic T-ype
design. with the drver's sea boleed 10 the 10p
of the chassis rails which were close Llogether
atd well within the wheel track, meant thas
the driver was far rog higle The car was sebuily
o he cackplt floor was fitted o the botom of
thee chassis rails rather than the top, allowing
the driver 1o straddbe the righi-hand il

Buitding this one-off special had shiwn
the limitation of the basic M Midges
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Tope The B-Serps angne ooks simos: standard. bul (1S addsd capacsy and power over the standand-At 1 6-lim
& eokes the MGA b a difErend Inngoe, Albowe: The ‘offica’ of the WA combings B ow-alkang diving poaifon
th il e chiome, (il -switches and Srithe diaka vou Coulkd weent

sigm and ihar something very difereny
wild be meeded for 4 new production car
w Brocklehumst, an apprentice de

f al

iingden, was tasked with producieg an 2l

gether more practical and seund soluzlon
cus ot the middle of & T chassis and

b tew chinssis ravls that bBowed out o
tually the same whith as the wheel mack.
i meant that the tloar {and the seats)

dld b2 mounied between them, gving
uch loiver devving position thar could

sy he contained within Syl Enevers windd-
zatkmg bodywork. The resuli was the EX173

wiotype can capable of over 100mph swhile

1 a sandand T-rype engine, driverrain

aensaon amnd brakes The car was shown o
wrd Lord in 1952 fust alter the formation
M, but by then he b

amirmitied 1

irinemship between Austin and Doenald

L

!'I'\-'.I'.'lll N Pave |I|'|I1|I|""\.||I_| 1o d ||r|.|

vioi of the Taype, wihich Led o the T

Zoieciors Eoston

lust i ywear Eater there had been a comples

chanpe af heart The Sareside marker for

qpars Caes was bocaning while MG sabes were
sliding. There was clearhy pleney of rocm
for hoth MG and Austiis-Headey and sales
o the home market were also staning o

decline. Permission was pramed for the re

exiablishmient of a I
fthat Lord had dlosed back in 1935 and fora
new MG spoTis car

Af| the work seith EX175 pald off and
walgh the car was a rdical depariune for M.
{smpaabdy the fins genuinely new MG spos

sign ol

CAT s e Peerities) by b g on

sibe at the 1955 Frankdurm Motor Show The

apby change from the protoype had been the
wse od the BMC B-Senes engine, as used in the
Aagnene, which was misch mone cormpact than
the ald XPAG erigire =0 the mew car could have a
iy bonnet e 5o match the nest of s shape

With the Zavpe Magnetie 810 had reached
thee end o the alphaber, s 2 nesw THAMITIE

e
Y

Roaod Test:MGH

straregy was redubied. The new car was simply
called the MCA Hhwasak
sides af the Atla al
Americans houghit the majority. While y0G

TR BRICO0Ss Ol |||'||'|

kel eilabny Llie

had swupphed woosed ] 10 and TF cars o lad
exacily the oppostie problem with the MOGA,
ke it fasr |'|'||||_J_;| gt 135,000

as it oosabdn'y m

were sl in the tiest year and by 1957 the

annual sl ad baeached 20,0060 - rthe MGA

wits gelling twice ds mamny examiples in a e
as the TC Midges had in four Very credible
pertormances 10 akl sons of maedonspor

hoth with Ahingdon-hacked Works cars

and numeg tvateers, anly belped keep

demand high throoghout the modeds life,
IT1har seems like a looof hastory 10 wade
Lhrugs fefore acnsalby getting dovwn (o

drivin

car [this I8 a road vest, afmer all] s
only evause [ think, more than meer, shie pOGA
nieeds v b considenad in lis combess. To get o
grasp an vwny il was such a phenomenan yoi
need 10 consides e anly & 4 car from 1955
it cree Rlwal cammee inmimediately alter cars thai
ter all ineemis amal pumposes, were from 1936
hel thats svithoid fincing ot what it's like to
drive over six decades lader

RESTORED GLORY
o that this Glacial Bliss: 1959 MOGA s antirely
din

régreseriative o what woswed the

1955, The sMGA wis steacdily decel ||-_1| s Bl

coiarse of prodoction, gainn T ETIgiTIes

anad beier brakes, bar it naever quite reached che

leveds ol s ane. Linder the bonnet s a LS
litre B-Series enpine froam the ubiquitous sGE

which has then e bresthed on 1o Stage

stamdard 1o Enleash 3 few mone horsis —we'ne
probabdy dealing whb just over 1000k and a
uscil spreacd of extra porque, The brakes {dis
o thee Tronst, drams on dhe back as standand for
an /& ol this

g} bave been uprated 1o maich

There's alsoa bosd Sierma Frve-sp

il el
lisrkinyg visder the tmnsmassion unme, which
15 @ Very Commimsn copversiad for MGAs, as well

s e sundr b additicns and IEIProvermeris

such as an ail ¢ o an akternatos twin [og
amps, a meadern die T pranver and a wood
nmmed] Moto Liga wheel, [ adcdniom io these
micdifications the reasomn the entire car looks s
pristime 1 becmse it was subject 1oa complene
1 Iregally co PO b CoHmoner 1} retailad
i the rmid-tineties. In fact this 'A i= one the

[ ins kiod that orl
out 0o Americ; il was repatniated from

vasL Majoriey ally wen

Calitornia in 1943 and converted 1o rgh

il drive during, Lhe restoration

Mo off this shoold detract from

grips with the MGA a5 3 cae Boring out and

fati e 1h

% the engines of MGshas been poing an
as long & MG huve been areund and sinee the
vl sy of the rumning gear & as-standarnd |
really douba thar a b maore powes will s Fm
i gelting e esence of the MGA
Streamlining

was all the rage tn the fifties
Fhe MOGA was wunched the same year as
the Ciradn 1S, the Deliic locomotive. the

Cargvelle e ailiner and Donald Camphell's
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Bluebind bpdropdane and the 3G woqid

lnave linted inowell. lust getting inma the car
shimes hinwe musch af & szep-change it was
froren the MiGs of the past, Fnstead of Iowering
voursell thraugh.a flimsy low-our doos and
arranging yoursell around tee imnsmission
bechind a wonden plank with some ociaponal
dials scaitered across n, you're ina car fully
et in pale enlours and most ofihe orim
15 e from chat crinkly and hasd-wearing
chephant hide' material than anly seemws 10
exist in Brivish cars of the iftees. The door has
ne handles or latches < having them on 1he
outsicde wauld spadl the serodyiame: shape
and on the inside ample pull-wires will do
The alumininom doors swing shue easély and
whaem they do yow fisd yeurself in a genuine
cockpal: Thene's actual hodvivork berwsen bt
amd the edge of the car and with no winding,
winibws, doar catches or igod fizings i the
waay, the MOGA Teels [he o ricing car just b sig
b let alone 1o drive, all the maone s bacmse
just as Sy Enever and Boy Brocklelirs
Intended, vou sit very los down with the g
seeering whed sining venically alinoss b vous
Chies) and your begs ot sisasght in from r|"3.n|:

NG SURPRISES

Bart 1t dacsn's sound like a racng can Bunnbsg
a3 st idle om he choke seen thin lightly-
iuried engime simply has the sieady, suaccato
raspoof any filles saloon with a rather under-
wlrnced extiaast. Thedwich has noneof the

snatch or webzhi thar vou'd expect frean a

sponts car af this age Desple additicn of the
laver Fond gearthox the gear lever wears the
aaginal knalby for the BMC I'r||_|r-l.|,'u_t.:-,-] 1t
{which therefore now ahows reverse gear 1o be
in completely the wmong place - forunately
Charbes at Sherwoodl Restorations pointed
this o 10 me before | sel offt | bt it certainly
diovesn’t fieed like 3 o Hved from a Sherra. 1
has the I|1.;|:I. mechamical and slick shife you'd
expec of any MG and had | et Kewen this
car had had the conversion 1 really don't think
I'd hive neiced arvhing different . unail 1
tried co Tind reverse, of comrse

Underway the engine pains a kg of
chearacier bul at the end of the day it'sa
BeSeries and i1's newer ﬂ-;':in[y.n he p.|r|:|._|_||.||1!.-
exciting in aself, expecially when dawdfing
arousd ab 3mph ard middling revs, In sther
respecis the W feels, seedl, like a 'K il 'm
Isimisisst. Theis surprised me, green the eniicely
different construciben methods wsed o each
s, evin it much of te running gean is the
samae, andd the histomcal facn than the Laer ca
was explicitly designed 21 a2 more refined,
scorssible amd comibonable updae of U
warlier one. 5o far | really wasn'l nolicing the
difference. There was thie same heavy and
linear kit not partlcularly quick steering thae
recjuires] a log :lr'upp-rr-.l:m winrk, Thiere's
thie same nide thar's finm bt oot crashy or
skitzishh. There was moosense of the car being
a coblection of parts in loos: st
often cames with cars buile arcnend 3 chassis
Whether it was the nining work or the [
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weight of the MCA [moat likely hoth) the
power unit filt its usgal traciable self So far
thie anly real surprise 1s low good the heater
i - even without the side soreens in place
thiere's a comfornable warm feg buibding up n
the trnaveek]

SAFETY, FASTER

That all changed when, witls the o peratuce
gaupe nimy pointing niochy in the middle of iis
are arut & Matkonal Speed Limb sign up ahead,
[ drispped from fourih oo ihied and tippsed
oo full throgile, MCs have alwas been more
about doiver isteraction and fun than mlrrighr
performance, bt drop a mildly-nined 18-
litge engane into a car weighing well under a
i and you have a genuinety potent mi. A3
abestieate of the power available under my
right toont is roaeghly similario-the infamaous
Pl Cam versbon o the MGA (g withour
amy ol the avlendant reliabiling proetems ) and
the in-pear shove i rernarkable. Under heavr
throtile the resteained hurhle of the rngine
s o 3 classie cast-lron growl at ley
apeds, which s o a sound like a backsaw
warking fs way thrsugh a panboulary hard
and kiatty bit of word as you push the engine
further. In wha sevems ke no skme acall m
up oo adeph and 1 slot tee lovely gearhox inen
forih and chen indo fifth

feowe | see why in's such a populas
comversinm, With exim power on ap s
S Bsn't iroubled ac all By the kigher gear
spiaiing avnry a1 ahowd 3, 2060mpm ai the speed

Coflectars’ Edilion
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WG can b codRed wit creating B oignal 'cassic Brilish sports car, Wi e MBS Abingdon brought the ides
~to the modem wand aaf creiied 3 Hmenes dessic in e o

mit. Withioan the exima raike thas lively engine
3 13phii car would feel very resiless and 1 can
s that even a standand car nsilly feels the
enaliis from ea having b clwrm away at
L 0 or o for long perods in modem
aring conditlens s T've already nosed the
sotsal pear change &5 5o svpically ‘G ha
18 COMVETEION [ B0 way deleacts from the
acacier of te aar - i onhy broadens the was
1 owiich vou can emjoy (L
An these higher cruising speeds an roads
ith comers and crese, the differenoes
serwied the MGA and che later spons cars
weear the aciagen badpe bevome more
“siernible, alohvough o sl soy shey'ne very
vt A higher speeds the ride loses samme ol
= complianey, with Lirger bumps thudding
=rerigly the structure, although the sMGa
Taaliv scavs VETY p|.|-.||:|.'|'. and stable without
T beibctiing or shimmying, either through
o seering wheed or al the road wheels
ernselves. The seat of the panis’ connechon
wihat the cas is doing s @ huge pan of wha
cakes classle MGs 5o enjovable 1o dove and
e MGA sl has Bim spades. But the separate
15685 does make el known in the actual
nirols There's o slight, oh so slight. feeling
Tdsonnnection. a sense of fueziness” thar
nevitable when the body you're sitting
1= separase from e irme tha all the
—eclaidcal pares ane bolied io

—deoiors’ Ediion

B v (alben e the trap of companing
e MAGA 10 cars that ad wet to exis when
it wag Jaunched, although the fact thai 1 feel
sudh a companison is even emobely relesn
is 1o rhe MG credin. Mone the loss it issilly
10 conmipare the A poina-be-poing with the
car thar replaced] b By the sanclards of fifties
EpOELE Cars, il is superh

Sa thorpaghly reinventing a siaple prosdun
can e tricky, but MO managed §i superbly
azhe MGA embodies all the charsceristics
that had made the preewar cars sach g sicoess
b im an III||.'.'|'|' CONMEEMpOrary pac L;|!_'|_'_
The definkeg chasicieristic nf classic Mis
was that they were ‘glani-kKiblers' = they wene
much beter than athing cheaper. much
cheaper than anyihing bemer and with 2 bit
of woarkshap tinkering they coudd give masch
fiixte exgpeniie anid sophisiscated sporis i a
hard mn for thetr money

BEST IN BREED

Phis MGA §s nay excepiaon. The averall |_|ri'.-'||'|'!,l
expeTienoe 15 very similar 1o Mg Healey', a
car thar cosl lalf as muadh again, but those cars
leetd like the race-bred brusers they age
cars with i‘lE‘.]'.':.' enighiees-in the fromt and heavsy

heavy

contrads, Cars yosu don't so mech delve as
cling om e The MG hambling for all my
lalk of fuzziness, is still confidence-inspiring
as the car respends quickly and prediciably

Road Test: MGA

io cvervthing vaa dio, The ather thing tha
has alwas dehined dassic MGs for me has
been ihe sense of balance; tha the caris
prvoring arcuncd v as voo corner with nae
real sense of having wo force the front end
to gt acound corners o o restrain the back
end rom breaking away
I seandand form the MG would have [osi

oud 1o thee Hleabey in ourright perfommance
bt i this case shats a meat pring, My cude
averngpe at doing g O-s0mph sprint on
seraiphe i of back road fwhich was neitser
absalutety hill-hore nor socumanety dimed |
sugpesied a ime of [use over 10 seconds

Here I'm poing 1o sing the praises of the Ford
gearboy again because while it feels Fike a
fifties MO gearbox should, it% reassuring o
knara that vou'ne benefliing from 340 years

af techivelagical impravement and than the
b 't going 10 baulk when pashed hard
Plus, you et synchromesh on ail the gears,
although ihis does remaove the need o doable
de-clurch. You can still do that, of course, Bl
vau don't get the satisfaclon of feding the
seleciors glide inpe mesh and kpowing thar
wo achieved tha a1l by yoursel i

This MOGAs suspension and seering ane as

standard. s while | kave 10 make allowances
when discussing the car's perfosmanee | can be
unhindered in alking abous how i corers.
Pee alreadty praised the handbing, but the
rflﬂ|5-|'1\|L‘fi||H 1% abso excellent, even though
this is whene the MOAs suppased more hard
riding naiuee comes inks plav, Althouzgh the
ficle = gocad for a spons car when comsering
o less-than-perfec: mads you find that the
aprng trvel @ acially quite shom, especially
o thie Beal-sprumg rear axle. When asked 0
deal with consering forces, bady rall and a
mid-curve bump, the wispension nems me of
opbonsand vou can feel the back end saming
o o arsund, and the effec) becomes mione
promaunded the Gster v go. Bun the MG's
halamice and feedback come o play .
unlike 4 Healey, sou never feel like i's golng
ber Brrealk vy wnconnedlabis OF course,

like 3 good spors car showld, the BMOGA will
i|u|u|'l.',n.' A SEHMEE OCESIPET ATk Bais WOk can
da i eniirely on your oivin berms and it never
happens unexpeciedly

VERDICT

S dhe MG boosks grear (0 has oodies of
period sivle amd charm. it has encugh driver
mvaheement. roadhaedding and performane
1y b ;,*t'n'.|||'||.'|:. salistving 1o drive, while h:_'ing
sty enpugh 1o savour what performance o
bins amd swich dvmamic limits low enough 1o be
challenging and rewarding 1o press an with
The added poswer available in this one remioves
e Gne everpresens criticism of classic Mis
which is that their sutright perdomance

et matched the sophistication of thetr
handiing In the form presented here 1'd say
that the MGA probahly deseres the tile o
‘the definirive British spons car’ as i really
exemplifics the breed ai its biese, »
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Alan Whetald initially regrenad buying & Tvw Cam. but orce ne had rebeitt § properly the skeak 2portster went on

1D prawide many wears of enjoyahbie famiy tAnspart

sk m 1he carky 1970y Alan Whirlicld
was the proud awmer of an BGA
Bt thiere was aae problem = i
| was a coupe [GHEC &Y and whar
" Alan coveted was & wine-in-the
Iivir roadster. 5o he went locking for one “|
ended 1 I at ML s ylists 5. M. Richardson
v Soars Ead in Staines,” he recalls, “which
is where | had booghit the coups. They said
hey didn't e a roscdster, b | happened
0 spol OTie in eheis yard, The sabessman wld
e afuie larmily tat 1 woulidn'ts want thad car

a0t was “a Twim Cam and a Msad of trouable”

whell, 1 fieand sories of the Twin Came bt
as an engineer | was willing vo nse o the
chalienge 1 ook it for a <plocand ended wp
part-exchanging my coupd foril”

RUNNING ISSUES

'||i|'|:'||i;_1;'| srnitien with the Twin Camni's
engazing s manmer and brisk perfarmance
& hewded the
salesman’s advice. “Diriving it home one

tlan was soon '-l\.:'\.|'|i'||l_:'

evening after a club meeiing. there was a
sadden loss of power,” he temembers. “Afier
checking armund, Frould fird nedhing smong

andl & deoe home normally, e moming
there was a kmock trom the engine. The
problem was traosd ve a dasaged piston, which
tiawl been dntbee] wath Cond mings. | sinpped and
rebxiln the enpime using new 9.9 plstons

P beng alter the car was pol fack on the
rivacd, il was vsed boogo om hediday o Cammwal]
It was drven camefullv ard spesdily 5o as 10
i Lhe ngie on tlee way, However, coming
home and hawing covered 700 mibles on the

rebualhn englive, 18 suffezed a sudden boas ol

power again when | was crisising ar i sweady

iivmph. oo add feselt b injury, the knnck was
back thie meext day
“Stripping the engine down again
revealed another damaged piston, The local
I Ting firm diagriosed & w RS |
piston which, although maroed 4+ 10thow, was
in fact standard size. The patons were |I'|'i||||.:"':|
Iy Tonplenam Matons free of charge, and the
enqine rebail for o secand time
“Vroik bt easy loe the mext 500 miles, bui

then sulfered anagher sezure. A1 chis point

| abechded clve car had 1o go, but Femunatedy
mraple in the BCG Car Clish Twan Cam group
wbvised mee 10 speak 1o Pever Wiood. Afler
taking me through the nseal foel e dming
isses, hie ashed e lyonw fmafy mkles 1 had
dome since the cebore. 11 was then ahoon 1,200
mibes. Peter explained than Twin Canm plalons
have sodid skins gl needed a longer minning
in period ol ugoan 3,000 miles. Armsed witl a
e Priston, and having rebuailt the engine for
a thirdd e [ earried owta full 5,008 miles
Unnimg in perod, progressively incneasing

the speed. 11 has never seized again or blown
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“In 2003, whilst I was still ~
l’#mg (and earning!), I ¢
: ﬂidu‘:‘ Tunn Cam and dn ( s
rehmid

PULLING ITS WEIGHT

EYETEL 1N

i pistan sipee. The anly persistenl Rl was

fouling of the pligs duse 1o swaom valve pildes.® win Cam duly maosdilied and noa

The MIGA wiz nod used in Frant line serdne unning sveerthy, Alan aimd bis wife Maneen
wd Maureen {whes
4 broken A40 Farina (rom a

triend, fisted a wew enpgine 1o tat and ook lewr a time o1 s thie only ¢

for v Jong, though Alan ima

1973, hongl

&

caf ) starbed using i a8 a daily driver, Indeed
ir cheev s e
the Twin Cam off the moad

1 remmaine] art “lEeven terared 0 CARTVAIL. G many; mLAm

the mad for aboas five years, during which actasions,” discozes Alan with 4 savibe “And.

tiie we fad dwi childdien and moved hous toaccommedaie the childmen, | made 5 well
comiimuss Alan, “But 1'd been codlecting paddied rear benich seac that fiited over the

parts, both bady and mechanical, which basiery anse 18 yons are only 50 Sin el i coeald

were already hard w find, Using these, 1 Ise dbome a4 chat time - 1 raised the seals o

reoommissioned the Twin Cam and HUE 1 raibs i Albow the seais 1o n o lorssird mon

b an ihe road b the lane 19704 than normal, and firted a smalfer steering
SFrom then and on throweh the ear v 1050, wheed, This allosved bsg room aid sRICE

the Tewin Carm v by regelar dakly use. 1 only biehind with full hamesses foar ihe children

stopped betng wsed for 3 pesiod becaise it wehio were able 1w eeavel i the Twin Cam

bisrn an exhaust valie II.|-. e Lalkend] o Peter ] sl ik junior school age, The caravan

[ drciaded 1o get the head modified ook the which was fangastic for bomite bolidas, wasn'

larer design of tappet buckets and sleeves e at particularty bemy, Bur it sl weighed in o

the same Hime do the exbanst salve was somed aroand WHOkE Sor vhat o cansed the car any

2 MG Sporis Cars

has abwas been hugeh sippanive ol the

alfy in the

ene & lacd

fother, dlthesugh hill mans - espec
French alps-and twe Perenees - w
difficult diee 10 fimi FEdr Deaigy a Ficide 1all

wlihongh
well the

& 1w Cam was ror TLIER veTy
INEEROr wWas SEArL Lo gel meher
crdrmped for the grosing family so Alan ok
10t Lhe rosid & lew vears lager and wenit in
seiteh ot a slightly roomier MG, ) b ol
A 1Y MLE CT brom a friend.” e relages
Il I\.5|I.I|i|l|.II|-|I-. retibld i1, bar dus 1 b
IELANY COMETLments, he saon Anpiedaals |

find the

a Ll e fonsin i che

thiit he'd probahly pever be able i

. Hecan=e i

g1 [t A 111 Decame our main cai
Repit 1m For @ Wiikle, belore selling b bue 3
Forus | 215075, This then became the
fa Wi ol can probably appeeciaee, 'n

B Tam tove, bin fas forvand
[ [ e with the chilldren foaw

. o K
- wing retisned 4o ber job as
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o

1ISINET OLrses e Lotus was proving 1o be
s Lhan ideal tor the rigours of hiome visis

{assnciared suop-starl motonng, A change

LR L

mspired “Radlv 1 had vo sell the Lois, i

3 Vauxhall Corsa in s place,” sy

am “This was hack inthe lae 19%0s

HEWIVAL
tunately, Alan was noa wirhaour o spons

15 b hiad L|'||I e Toetdt Cam

Tars miore, s

VA movng b redine in 2005 Tromy iy ed

= a milway malnwnance engineer in diesel
wody” explatns Akan. S0 in 2003, whilst

vas s5ill working [and earming! ), 1 ook rha
15400 e A0 e Twim Cam and do a auac

v off, e mietal rebuild . Th
21 woildd e thormughily averbauled oo

titha Alan hai

vicasdy rebailt the

ne o this occasson be chase 1o have b1

sactors’ Bdition

husid plans dor i 1 knew tha

SRS o
il .
Wizm L Lar

T

P el appearancs | 10 orgingl specificaton, But Fere have besn one of S s ook asa fivn-speed
onarhoy, and also & breke e lucked pnder the dash

when nged 35 the leely's onki manesan, T Twen Cam would 10w 3 caravan, 2o seen fad a senl inr the kdg

sueszad imio e cockot

T alveadsy refurbisled
he adlels, “bot ha
Lie thonghe, 1 decid

dloeme professianally

ihe ovli T heacd

il consaders 1 10 senal the

e Wil 1 be rebailt

RIS [} iy -I'“":."‘
purmex] oak, this was a very wise declslon
The criginal crankshadt was ad b maximum

regrind,

Ul previously purchased i new
allsieed crankshaft from Peser and be used this

In e eetlil, wogether winh laer conrmds and

B0 prastons. I hasn't

miksse] 3 il sifnce,

PRACTICAL
A huge lanoot onginaliog Alan's maln focus
during the mesiorati

11 was s mmuch ax

prossible f0 rebld the Twin Cam oo facoy
appearance, Meveriheless, as this is no crailer
guieen it b used on a very repular basls
b wasn's averse o Imasing a firw meactcal
changes. o ease progress, reduce fanigue {«

e car as well as she oo LIpanis) a 1l BEase a

listle maone from each gaklon, Alan ditted 3 Ford
i gea
¢ difference.” |

Ihe gsin change & excellent and fifith gear

Ve ) e TR SOV

has made a hi

really ||I:l|'-'. ths s I\.'.|||_'|| LTS

wam alss upgraded the baking sesien

chassis and lighting °1 fited 3 brake servo

e Tl Wsatet on the inside of

Ive ¢l

e drod bulkhead, behind the rev counter
snad apeeid o, 5o s well hidden, Arother

ey ohiceahbe cha 1R 15 10 e Dol dfessis
exrensions which enabled sme to fit an MGR
dntroll bac An anti-mll bar was an aationa
extra in perbod, bur was wesionalbe weak

e srittesr earhy MOGE bar gives much betres
handling, Shamp-eved readess will alio hawe
nioticed that my car bas MGA 1G00 rear light
Eluseers, ke the L

win Caums. Adine showld
realiy hiave M0A 1500 lghis, ban for safery
reasons. particularly when reusng albroad, the

I.|r.'r |u:|.h. e i 15 Mike |.'||-\,|,|i'||'
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LOMG-DHSTANCE RUNMER
Llam and Maureen are MOOC and MOA
Iu.!.' steT sLabaarts, and the Twin Cam s 4
reguilar on the shose and dish sceme, This
olime-boaoking spors car is also a loag
distance |'I'|:|:|.|' - i1 & 10ured Siweden
Hollznd, Nonhern Spain and France {on
many cecasions), Plus in 2005 i pasticipated
in the MLA& Register's van-week long RBound
Bricaln Towe “This was A Bamasic esvni 51Ys
sban. “The car ran beasilully, the scenery was
spoectacalarn amk even the wearther behaved
1tself = we nnly had 16 il the hooo up wice

e Wiicks Tiimne

The Tain Cam's desgn & bsutifuly clean and cnduttersd
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COMCLUSHOM

HELI 5373 is a very spomting MOGA indeed

and ane of ihe very best examples ol there
15 &l very nuzch a bamily carn, one ghai

is expenily maimained. sympathetica|hy
imipresd, beautbelly rsared and
importantly, wsed o the fulk. Eatly-omwnership
matadies nodwihsanding, ic has proven o bs
A robust aned refiahle companioin. Crecally

it has been preat fun too, In an amcomotive
witiil that's veering tavards driving aueoncamy
and uniformity of design, the Twin Cam

a4 dbver locused, tactile, invals I='I:_'\,.I'Il\.| am

acstheric delight.

SPECIFICATIONS
CHASSIS:
WHEELBASE:
TRACK [FRONT)
TRACK [REAR):

SUSPENSION:  Front mdepandent, ool
anct wishone, kever anm dampers, MGE
anti-roll bar. Bear - five axha with sami-
alipbic leaf springs and lever arm dasmpaers,
STEERING: Rack & pénion

Stesl box section
TH 10in

3 11.8in

411 0, T 5in

TURHNING CIRCLE: 30k
Discs all rond,
SAnaD Bshigtance
WHEELS: S551x 18
centne-kck Dundop steels

BRAKES:

TYRES:
ENGINE:

& radials

DO, iy S HES
carburettors

CLUBIC CAPACITY: 1.588c

POWER DUTPUT:

TlEbhp @ &, M 0rpm (appri)

Torguee: 1kt AbheEd, S00mem {Eppro)

GEARBCN: Fiva-spaed manusal,

synchromesh on all
forwend gears

PERFORMANCE

hax. Spead:
Accalaration {-60mph)
Oreernll fusl consumption:

Colsctary Editon



